
7.5.17  
Radiolab Show 1209 – Galapagos 
 
The place that inspired Darwin’s theory of evolution and natural selection also inspires big 
questions: is it inevitable that even our most sacred natural landscapes will eventually get 
swallowed up by humans? And just how far are we willing to go to stop that from happening?179 
years after Darwin, the Galapagos are undergoing rapid changes that continue to pose -- and 
possibly answer -- critical questions about the fragility and resilience of life on Earth.  
 
 
7.12.17  - New Episode 
THE WAR ON OUR SHORE 
 
Two stories dating back nearly 70 years ago, when something happened that 
nobody seems to ever talk about it. This is an episode of mysterious balloons, cowboy 
sheriffs, and nazi prisoners of war living right next door. 
 
 
 
7.19.17 
Radiolab Show 1005 – The Bad Show 
 
We begin with a chilling statistic: 91% of men, and 84% of women, have fantasized about killing 
someone. Then, we reconsider what Stanley Milgrim's famous experiment really revealed about 
human nature. Next, we meet a man who scrambles our notions of good and evil: chemist Fritz 
Haber. And we end with the story of a man who chased one of the most prolific serial killers in US 
history, then got a chance to ask him the question that had haunted him for years: why? 
 
 
7.26.17 
Radiolab Show 604 – New Normal 
 
In this hour of Radiolab: reframing our ideas about normalcy. Evolution results from the ability of 
organisms to change. But how do you tell the difference between a sea change and a ripple in the 
water? Is a peacenik baboon, a man in a dress, or a cuddly fox a sign of things to come? Or just 
a flukey outlier from the norm? And is there ever really a norm? 
 
 
8.2.17 
Radiolab Show 702 - Lucy 
 
Chimps. Bonobos. Humans. We're all great apes, but that doesn’t mean we’re one happy family. 
This hour of Radiolab: stories of trying to live together. Is this kind of cross-species co-habitation 
an utterly stupid idea? Or might it be our one last hope as more and more humans fill up the 
planet? A chimp named Lucy teaches us the ups and downs of growing up human, and a visit to 
The Great Ape Trust in Des Moines, Iowa highlights some of the basics of bonobo culture (be 
careful, they bite). 
 
 



8.9.17 
NEW EPISODE -  SHOTS FIRED 
 
A reporter from the Tampa Bay Times emails every police station in the state of 
Florida, asking for any documents created - from 2009 to 2014 - when an officer 
discharged his weapon in the line of duty. He ended up with a six foot tall stack of 
reports, pictures, and press clippings cataloging the death or injury of 828 people by 
Florida police. We dig into two of those files. 
 
 
8.16.17 
Radiolab Show 1103 - Bliss 
 
We live our lives at human speed -- we experience and interact with the world on a human time 
scale. But this hour, we put ourselves through the paces, peek inside a microsecond, and master 
the fastest thing in the universe. We take a look at the longest running science experiment in 
history, and team up with NPR's Planet Money to try to wrap our heads around the speed of high 
frequency trading. 
 
8.23.17 
Radiolab Show 1402 – Wild Things 
 
What does conservation really means in the 21st century? This hour we follow two 
very different stories of people making decisions that seem controversial on the 
outside, but claim to be for the greater good. 
 
 
8.30.17 
Radiolab Show 1204 – Black Box 
 
From a duel with the world's deadliest disease to a surprising peek into the way doctors think 
about death, in this hour Radiolab tries to reckon with the grim reaper. And, in the end, we 
confront the question at the heart of it all — when the time comes to finally leave, how do we want 
to go?  
 
 
9.6.17 
NEW EPISODE – THE Gondolier 
What happens when doing what you want to do means giving up who you really are?  
We travel to Venice, Italy with reporters Kristen Clark and David Conrad, where they 
meet gondolier Alex Hai. On the winding canals in the hidden parts of Venice, we learn 
about the nearly 1000-year old tradition of the Venetian Gondolier, and how the global 
media created a 20-year battle between that tradition and a supposed feminist icon.  
 
 
 
9.13.17 
Radiolab Show 1110 – The Power of Music 



 
Sure, music can move us, but it can also save our lives, transform people into a legends, and 
even knock down walls (maybe). This hour, we explore some of the outer edges of the power of 
music by gathering up a band of biblical horn-blowers, paying a midnight visit to a corner of 
Mississippi where the devil is rumored to grant wishes, and by helping an angsty 18th century 
composer push some classical musicians to their physical and psychological limits. 
 
 
9.20.17 
Radiolab Show 1405 – Threat Level 
 
In this hour, a reporter tries to piece out what really happened during the terror attacks on 
Westgate mall. Then, things get really murky as we try to fix a clear line between empty 
threats and concrete criminal plans, and we’re left wondering: When should we consider 
someone a threat?  
 
9.27.17 
Radiolab Show 1304 – American Football 
 
Football is the most popular sport in the US, whether you love it or loathe it … it’s a touchstone of 
the American identity. This hour, we tackle football; from it's surprising beginnings to it's possible 
demise.  
 


