
 
 
10.11.17  
Radiolab Show 803 – Falling 
 
There are so many ways to fall—in love, asleep, even flat on your face. This hour, Radiolab dives 
into stories of great falls. We jump into a black hole, take a trip over Niagara Falls, upend some 
myths about falling cats, and plunge into our favorite songs about falling. 
 
10.18.17   
Radiolab Show 1407 – Watching You, Watching Me 
 
From awkward moments to practical jokes to serious attempts at battling crime, we ask 
whether being watched is a good or bad thing. First, a look at how watching others 
become one of the most ubiquitous forms of entertainment. Then, a hard look at the 
trade-off between privacy and safety. 
 
 
 
10.25.17  
Radiolab Show 1403 – I Hart K-Pop 
 
First, we peer back at the moment when poking into the private lives of political 
figures became standard practice in the American media. Then, we travel to South 
Korea where the first-ever paparazzi photos turned the world of K-pop upside down 
and introduced sort of a puzzle…How much do you want to know about the people 
you idolize, and when is enough enough?  
 
 
11.1.17 NEW SHOW – Oliver Sipple 
 
One morning, Oliver Sipple went out for a walk. A couple hours later, to his own surprise, 
he saved the life of the President of the United States. But in the days that 
followed, Sipple’s split-second act of heroism turned into a rationale for making his 
personal life into political opportunity. What happens next makes us wonder what a 
moment, or a movement, or a whole society can demand of one person. And how much 
is too much?  
 
 
11.8.17 
Radiolab Show 1302 – Jursidiction 
 
What do a duck hunt and a jealous spouse have in common? Just a profound effect on 
international relations and an existential struggle at the heart of how the US is governed. This 
hour of Radiolab, we ask who gets to set the rules for the rest of us -- from how the intentions of 
long-dead founding fathers still push and pull us today, to the front lines of a raging musical battle 
over the soul of hip-hop.  
 
 



11.15.17  
Radiolab Show 1406 – Donation and Mutation 
 
Where do you find comfort after the death of a child? In this episode, we follow one 
couple as they discover a sense of purpose in an unlikely place: a clinical world where 
human parts are used for research. Then, we get a glimpse at a technology on the cusp 
of radically changing how we think about the effect of scientific advancements on 
humanity. It's a defense system that has existed in bacteria for millions of years and it 
may some day let us change the course of human evolution.  
 
 
11.22.17 
Radiolab Show 1205 – Dead Reckoning 
 
From a duel with the world's deadliest disease to a surprising peek into the way doctors think 
about death, in this hour Radiolab tries to reckon with the grim reaper. And, in the end, we 
confront the question at the heart of it all — when the time comes to finally leave, how do we want 
to go?  
 
 
11.29.17 
Radiolab Show 1008 – When Brains Attack 
 
In this episode, we hear from a kid whose voice was disguised from himself, relive a surreal day 
in the life of a young researcher hijacked by her own brain, and try to keep up with an ultra-athlete 
who, after suffering terrible seizures, gained extraordinary abilities by removing a chunk of her 
brain. 
 
 
12.6.17 NEW SHOW – Saving Animals 
 
One place you absolutely, positively do not want to be if you're a healthy, middle-aged 
American lobster: trapped in a suburban grocery store in western Pennsylvania. But 
that's where this week's broadcast begins. Then, we travel to the sandy beaches of 
Guadeloupe and meet an unexpected resident.  
 
 
12.13.17  
Radiolab Show 1106 – 23 Weeks, 6 Days 
 
This hour, we spend the entire episode on the story of Kelley and Tom, whose daughter was born 
at 23 weeks and 6 days, roughly halfway to full term. Their story raises questions that, until 
recently, no parent had to face …and it contains an entire universe of questions about the lines 
between life and death, reflex and will, and the confusing tug of war between two basic moral 
touchstones: doing no harm...and doing everything in our power to help.  
 
 
12.20.17  
Radiolab Show 1004 – Patient Zero 



 
We start with the story of perhaps the most iconic Patient Zero of all time: Typhoid Mary. Then, 
we dive into a molecular detective story to pinpoint the beginning of the AIDS. After that, we're left 
wondering if you can trace the spread of an idea. In the end, we find ourselves faced with a 
choice between competing claims about the origin of the high five. And we come to a perfectly 
sensible, thoroughly disturbing conclusion about the nature of the universe ... all by way of the 
cowboy hat. 
 
 
12.27.17 
Radiolab Show 1408 – Defying Odds 
 
Being the first (and best) at something means taking on a big hunk of risk and 
pushing yourself to dangerous limits. This week, stories of fool-hardy flipping and 
daring-dos. First, the rise and fall of a pilot whose aeronautic feats changed aviation 
forever. Then, we meet a figure skater who pulled a thrilling move at the Olympics 
that no one else (as far as we know) has ever done in all of human history. 
 


