
1.3.18 
Radiolab Show 103 – Emergence 
 
What happens when there is no leader? Starlings, bees, and ants manage just fine. In fact, they 
form staggeringly complicated societies--all without a Toscanini to conduct them into harmony. 
This hour of Radiolab, we ask how this happens.We gaze down at the bottom-up logic of cities, 
Google, and even our very own brains with fire-flyologists, ant experts, neurologists, a 
mathematician, and an economist. 
 
 
1.10.18  - New Show! 
Radiolab Show 1603 – Match Made in Marrow 
You never know what might happen when you sign up to donate bone marrow. You might save a 
life… or you might be magically transported across a cultural chasm and find yourself starring in a 
modern adaptation of the greatest story ever told. 
 
 
1.17.18 
Radiolab Show 1402 – Birthstory 
 
You know the drill - all it takes is one sperm, one egg, and blammo - you got yourself a baby. 
Right? Well, in this episode, conception takes on a new form - it’s the sperm and the egg, plus: 
two wombs, four countries, and money. Lots of money.  
 
1.24.18 
Radiolab Show 1501 – Playing God 
 
When people are dying and you can only save some, how do you choose? Maybe you save the 
youngest. Or the sickest. Maybe you even just put all the names in a hat and pick at random. 
Would your answer change if a sick person was standing right in front of you? This hour we ask 
what happens, or what should happen, when humans are forced to play god. 
 
1.31.18  
Radiolab Show 1103 – Speed 
 
We live our lives at human speed -- we experience and interact with the world on a human time 
scale. But this hour, we put ourselves through the paces, peek inside a microsecond, and master 
the fastest thing in the universe. We take a look at the longest running science experiment in 
history, and team up with NPR's Planet Money to try to wrap our heads around the speed of high 
frequency trading. 
 
 
2.7.18 –New Show!  
Radiolab Show 1604 – Big Little Questions 
Here at Radiolab, we get a lot of questions.Tiny questions, big questions, short questions, long 
questions. Weird questions. Poop questions. We get them all. Today, we answer some of those 
questions. 
 
 
2.14.18 



Radiolab Show 101 – Who Am I 
 
The "mind" and "self" were formerly the domain of philosophers and priests. But in this hour of 
Radiolab, neurologists lead the charge on profound questions like "How does the brain make 
me?" We stare into the mirror with Dr. Julian Keenan, reflect on the illusion of selfhood with 
British neurologist Paul Broks, and contemplate the evolution of consciousness with Dr. V. S. 
Ramachandran. Also: the story of woman who one day woke up as a completely different person. 
 
 
2.21.18  
Radiolab Show 305 – Mortality  
 
Is death a disease that can be cured? This hour, we search for the fountain of youth through 
personal stories of witnessing death—the death of a cell, the death of a loved one…and the aging 
of a society  
 
 
2.28.18 
Radiolab Show 601 – Stochasticity 
 
Stochasticity (a wonderfully slippery and smarty-pants word for randomness), may be at the very 
foundation of our lives. To understand how big a role it plays, we look at chance and patterns in 
sports, lottery tickets, and even the cells in our own body. 
 
 
3.7.18 – New Show 
Radiolab Show 1605 – Father K 
The divisions between different groups in this country feels more and more insurmountable, so 
today, we zero in on a particular neighborhood to see if one man can draw people together in a 
potentially history-making election.  
 
 
3.14.18  
Radiolab Show 904 – The Soul Patch 
 
In this episode, stories of unlikely (and surprisingly simple) answers to seemingly unsolvable 
problems. We get to know a man who struggles, and mostly fails, to contain his violent 
outbursts... until he meets a bird who can keep him in check. Then, Oliver Sacks and Chuck 
Close, who are both face-blind, share workarounds that help them figure out who they’re talking 
to. And a senior center stumbles upon an unexpected way to help Alzheimer’s patients -- by 
building a bus stop. 
 
 
3.21.18 
Radiolab Show 204 – Where Am I?  
 
How does your brain keep track of your body? This hour, Radiolab tells stories of the mind-body 
link gone terribly wrong. We’ll puzzle through the mysteries of missing limbs and hear about a 
novel treatment involving optical illusions. Plus, the story of a butcher who suddenly lost his entire 



sense of touch, and we hear from pilots who suffer out-of-body experiences while flying fighter 
jets. 
 
 
3.28.18 
Radiolab Show 1002 – Games 
 
A good game--whether it's a pro football playoff, or a family showdown on the kitchen table--can 
make you feel, at least for a little while, like your whole life hangs in the balance. This hour of 
Radiolab, Jad and Robert wonder why we get so invested in something so trivial. What is it about 
games that make them feel so pivotal? 
 


